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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The response filed April 1, 2005 has been entered and 
considered. 

Claims 1, 2, 11-13, 21, and 22 have been cancelled. 
Claims 3-10, 14-20, and 23-25 are pending. 
An action on the merits follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claim 14, line 7: it appears that "providing a user 
input for to be included" should read as --providing a user 
input for a design element to be included--. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4, 6-8, 10, 19, 20, 23, and 25 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Costin (US 
2005/0131571 Al) in view of Berger et al . (U.S. Patent No. 
6,414, 693 Bl) . 

Costin discloses a method for facilitating sale to a 
potential customer of an object (par. 0030) over a computer 
network (par. 0028), said object having a predetermined three- 
dimensional shape . 

The method comprises, over the computer network, providing 
the potential customer with a display with a plurality of 
display icons (see Fig. 3; and par. 0033) representing different 
views (see par. 0033, last two lines) of a predetermined three- 
dimensional shape of one object (par. 0033); 
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over the computer network, providing the potential customer 
with a user input for a design element selected by the user to 
be included on said object (par. 0036) ; 

providing an input for said user to select any of said 
plurality of display icons (par. 0034); and 

over the computer network, providing the potential customer 
with views of the user selected design element on the object 
represented by the selected display icon, wherein said user 
inputs are adapted to provide different views of said object 
with said display element displayed thereon as selected (par. 
0043) . 

Costin discloses that the display icons represent a 
plurality of different objects (see Fig. 3: "HARD JEANS, 
CARPENTER JEANS, WIDE LEG, BAGGY, LOOSE, RELAXED, REGULAR, BOOT 
CUT"; and teaching at par. 0033 that "[t]he picture that is 
provided corresponds generally to the selection"), including a 
plurality of different views for each object (see Fig. 3) . 

Costin discloses that the design element is user created 
text (par. 0052) . 

Costin discloses that the design element may be selected 
from among a plurality of design elements, where user selected 
text may be included in at least one of said plurality of design 
elements (par. 0052-0053: note that the design element 
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comprises the user selected text as well as user selected 
font(s) and point(s)). 

Costin discloses providing a- user input for selecting among 
different portions of the object for placement of the design 
element (par. 0034) . 

Costin discloses providing a user input for ordering the 
object with the user selected design element and receiving a 
user order from said user input for ordering the object with the 
user selected design element (par. 0 048) . 

Costin does not describe the views other than to say that 
M [t]he receiving computer provides the diagram shown in Fig. 5, 
which shows the front and back of the apparel on the screen" 
(par. 0033) . Nonetheless, Costin is clear that the purpose of 
providing views is to allow the user to select areas on the 
views which represent the actual placement of user selected 
designs on the actual object. Such views permit a user to 
decide if he/she likes the look of the object thus modified and 
is thus satisfied (par. 0055) . 

Berger et al., in a similar method (col. 1, line 65-col. 2, 
line 28) , discloses an icon representing a perspective view of a 
predetermined three-dimensional shape of one object (see Figs. 
7-9) . 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have modified the views of Costin to have included, 
specifically, perspective views (as of the type taught by Berger 
et al . ) in order to have assisted potential customers in coming 
to a final determination on a customized design as the 
perspective views would have shown the finished object in a 
relatively accurate way. Such perspective views would have 
provided more information about the finished object to the 
potential customer- -thereby eliminating "mistakes" that would 
have resulted had less information about the finished object 
been provided to the potential customer (see Berger et al . : 
col. 8, lines 20-29) . 

Regarding claims 19-23, and 25: See client/server 
arrangement in Fig. 1 and described at paragraphs 0026-002 9. 

Claims 5, 9, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Costin (US 2005/0131571 Al) and Berger 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,414,693 Bl) as applied to claims 3, 8, 
and 19, respectively, above, and further in view of Knight (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,344,853 Bl) . 

Costin teaches facilitating the sale of garment or apparel 
objects. Costin, for example, teaches that his system and 
method can accommodate "literally every possibility of apparel 
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that can be made at the manufacture's processing location 11 (par. 
0029) . Specifically, Costin discloses "jeans, shorts, shirts, 
jackets" (par. 0030) . 

Costin, however does not disclose facilitating . the sale of 
a cap. 

Now comes Knight. Knight teaches a method and system for 
facilitating the sale of a cap (col. 1, lines 7-22; and Figs. 
3D-3F) . Such cap is shown to include a crown and a visor (best 
seen in Fig. 3D) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have provided the combination of Costin and Berger et al . 
to have included the specification of a cap having a crown and a 
visor. Such cap would have represented one of the "literally 
every possibility of apparel" taught by Costin. Moreover, such 
cap is specifically taught by Knight as being a particular type 
of apparel both suitable and desirable for implementation in a 
method of the type disclosed by Costin (as modified by Berger et 
al.). See Knight at col. 1, lines 7-22. 

Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Costin (US 2005/0131571 Al) in view of Berger 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,414,693 Bl) and Knight (U.S. Patent 
No. 6, 344, 853 Bl) . 
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Costin discloses a method for facilitating sale of an 
apparel object (par. 0030) over the Internet (par. 0028) . 

The method comprises, over the Internet, providing a user 
input for selecting at least one display icon from a plurality 
of display icons (see Fig. 3; and par. 0033), each of said 
display icons representing different views (see par. 0033, last 
two lines) of one apparel design offered for sale (par. 0033; 
and pars. 0047-0048); 

over the Internet, providing a user input for a design 
element to be included on said apparel object (par. 0036); and 

over the Internet, providing a display illustrating the cap 
represented by the selected display icon with the user created 
text at the user selected location on said apparel object (par. 
0043) . 

Costin discloses that the design element is user created 
text (par. 0052) . 

Costin discloses that the design element may be selected 
from among a plurality of design elements, where user selected 
text may be included in at least one of said plurality of design 
elements (par. 0052-0053: note that the design element 
comprises the user selected text as well as user selected 
font(s) and point (s) ) . 
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Costin discloses providing a user input for selecting among 
different portions of the apparel object for placement of the 
design element (par. 0034) . 

Costin discloses providing a user input for ordering the 
apparel object with the user selected design element and 
receiving a user order from said user input for ordering the 
apparel object with the user selected design element (par. 
0048) . 

Costin does not describe the views other than to say that 
n [t]he receiving computer provides the diagram shown in Fig. 5, 
which shows the front and back of the apparel on the screen" 
(par. 0033) . Nonetheless, Costin is clear that the purpose of 
providing views is to allow the user to select areas on the 
views which represent the actual placement of user selected 
designs on the actual apparel object. Such views permit a user 
to decide if he/she likes the look of the object thus modified 
and is thus satisfied (par. 0055) . 

Berger et al . , in a similar method (col. 1, line 65-col. 2, 
line 28), discloses an icon representing a perspective view of a 
predetermined three-dimensional shape of one object (see Figs. 
7-9) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have modified the views of Costin to have included, 
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specifically, perspective views (as of the type taught by Berger 
et al . ) in order to have assisted users in coming to a final 
determination on a customized design as the perspective views 
would have shown the finished object in a relatively accurate 
way. Such perspective views would have provided more 
information about the finished object to the user- -thereby 
eliminating "mistakes" that would have resulted had less 
information about the finished object been provided to the user 
(see Berger et al.: col. 8, lines 20-29). 

The combination of Costin and Berger et al . is yet to 
provide that the apparel is a cap. Costin, however, and as 
noted above, teaches facilitating the sale of apparel objects. 
Costin, for example, teaches that his system and method can 
accommodate "literally every possibility of apparel that can be 
made at the manufacture's processing location" (par. 0029). 
Specifically, Costin discloses "jeans, shorts, shirts, jackets" 
(par. 0030) . 

Now comes Knight . Knight teaches a method and system for 
facilitating the sale of a cap (col. 1, lines 7-22; and Figs. 
3D-3F) . Such cap is shown to include a crown and a visor (best 
seen in Fig. 3D) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have further provided the combination of Costin and 
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Berger et al . to have further included the specification of a 
cap having a crown and a visor. Such cap would have represented 
one of the "literally every possibility of apparel" taught by 
Cost in. Moreover, such cap is specifically taught by Knight as 
being a particular type of apparel both suitable and desirable 
for implementation in a method of the type disclosed by Costin 
(as modified by Berger et al.)- See Knight at col. 1, lines 7- 
22 . 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, filed April 1, 2005, with respect to 
the rejection (s) under 35 USC 102 and 103 in light of 
branders.com have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new grounds of rejection have been made 
above . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Jeffrey 
A. Smith whose telephone number is (571) 272-6763. The examiner 
can i normally be reached on M-F 6 : 30am- 6 : 00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be 
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reached on (571) 272-7159. . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 




]as 



